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Common Questions

- Where is the R5 spec?
- What changed?
- What is enhanced?
- What is new?
- How to transform from R4 to R5?
- Should I care about R5 if I use R4?
- What if I need to start a new project?
- What if I need something that requires R5



Where is the spec?
http://hl7.org/fhir/
So R5 is now the “current” spec. 
Beware of that if you are using google to search for a specific 
resource (i.e. Patient) because you may reach a version of the 
standard or the resource that is not the one that you intended
You will notice which version you are viewing, at the top of the 
page header
If you want to access a different version of the resource or page, 
use the yellow box:

http://hl7.org/fhir/


What changed?

Check out
http://hl7.org/fhir/diff.html

http://hl7.org/fhir/diff.html


What is enhanced?
Credit: Richard 
Kavanagh published 
this in LinkedIn and 
we loved it!
https://tinyurl.com/rkfhir

This release is 
mostly about 
maturation of 
existing resources, 
correction of 
technical issues, 
and modest 
expansion

https://tinyurl.com/rkfhir


What is new? 
New Resources New Sections

Check out the Exchange section
in documentation for a discussion
and flowchart on how to combine 
and transport resources

Subscriptions
Preadopted in R4B

New Resources and improved
exchange paradigm



How to transform from R4 to R5

Check out the diff page.

There are also computable transforms
available. 

The mapping uses the FHIR Mapping
Language



What if I need to start a new project?
Tricky question.
At least know the changes, in 
case you need to update your
product for a new standard (R5 or
beyond) in the future
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